
The Workshop Meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was held on Wednesday June 3, 

2015, in the meeting room of Blackwood Fire Company.  This meeting has been properly 

advertised according to the State of New Jersey Sunshine Law.  

 

ROLL CALL 
                                      Commissioner Coucoules (here)   Commissioner Stout (here)  

                                       Commissioner McCann (here)      Commissioner Simone (here)  

                                                                      Commissioner Vannoni (absent)  

 

Attendees:   Chief Vannoni, FF W. Spain  

 

1. Chief Vannoni presented to the Board his findings on acquiring EZ Passes for the 

Blackwood Fire Company.  The initial fee is $9.00 per vehicle, and the Board will be 

charged $1.00 per month as a service fee, and that the Fire Company and the  Board of 

Fire Commissioners are exempt from paying tolls.   He stated the Board can put funds 

($150.00) into the EZ Pass account, and the fess will be removed from there.  He stated 

that he will see the Clerk next week, and they will work on getting it set up.  

 

2. Chief Vannoni explained to the Board that an ISO audit will be conducted in the fall, 

September, and he asked the Board if he could include the Career Staff in assisting him 

with preparations for the audit. The Board agreed.   

 

3. Commissioner McCann asked Chief Vannoni about new hydrants being installed within 

Fire District #4, and asked if he knew why only some of the hydrants have STORZ 

fittings.  The Chief explained to the Board that it is up to the installer, which type of 

fitting is used, and if we requested all STORZ fittings the Board would be charged for 

them. It is the feeling of the Board, and the Chief, that the annual bill for the hydrants of 

$110,000.00 is substantial enough without additional charges.  

 

4. Commissioner Coucoules presented everyone with a copy of the extended warranty 

information for the Motorola Radios.  He asked the Board to review the pricing, and he 

said he would look into the price of having a radio repaired without the warranty. He 

stated that 3 radios have been repaired so far, which feel into the 2 year warranty. He 

stated a decision needs to be made by July, as the current warranty will expire by July 

31st. This topic will be addressed at the Regular Meeting.  

 

5. Commissioner McCann said at the Fire Company meeting on the previous night, when 

the renovations to Station # 1 were being discussed,  the subject of the renovations at 



Station # 2 was brought up, and some comments from volunteer firefighters  that 

Station # 2 has gone backwards since the renovations needs to be addressed. He was 

opposed to those comments, and he stated that he would have a rebuttal to that at the 

next Fire Company meeting.   

 

6. Discussion between the Board of Fire Commissioners and Fire Fighter W. Spain on 

several topics including the hiring of paid firefighters , the renovations to Station # 1, 

renovations to Station # 2 and how the Board of Fire Commissioners  decide where and 

how funds will be spent.  

 

7. Commissioner Simone said he is still waiting for estimates on pricing for the sprinkler 

system and the generator at Station # 2.  He stated he was on vacation, and he will get 

those prices to the Board as soon as possible.  

 

8. Commissioner Stout explained to the Board that Blackwood Fire Company President 

Anthony Miller came to him about getting an extended lease from the Board of Fire 

Commissioners.  President Miller said that Cornerstone Bank is requiring them to show 

that they will have an annual income of $87,000.00 for the next 3 years, 2016, 2017 and 

2018, to secure the mortgage.   He also stated he spoke to Evan at Bowman and 

Company, the Boards auditors, and Evan agreed that the Board could sign an extended 

lease even though the Board is not close to budget time.  Commissioner McCann 

suggested that this be reviewed by Solicitor Carlamere before a decision is made.   

Commissioner McCann also suggested that Commissioner Stout, as the Treasurer of the 

Board of Fire Commissioners, accompany President Miller to Cornerstone Bank and 

discuss the lease requirements of the bank to secure the mortgage with the bank 

officials. He stated he would join them. They can then bring that information to the 

Board at the next meeting. Commissioner Stout agreed.  

 

 

With no further business to discuss.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Simone, second by Commissioner Coucoules to adjourn. All in favor, 

motion carries.  

 

DATE: June 3, 2015  

 

BY:___________________________________ 

      Michael Simone, Secretary  



                   


