
 
 
 
 
The Board of Fire Commissioners, Gloucester Township Fire District # 4 held a Workshop 
Meeting on Wednesday December 7, 2016 in the office of the Board of Fire Commissioners, 14 
W. Central Avenue, Blackwood, NJ 08012.  This meeting has been properly advertised according 
to the State of New Jersey Sunshine Laws.  
 

ROLL CALL 
Commissioner Coucoules (absent)        Commissioner Stout (here) 

Commissioner McCann (here)    Commissioner Jones (here)  
Commissioner Vannoni (here)  

 
Attendees: Shop Steward Local 3249 F. Reiss, FF J. Stott. FF W. Spain  
 
1.  Commissioner Stout reported that the 2017 Budget has been received by the DNC.  Jeff 
Bowley, the accountant received an email from them stating there were a few issues with the 
budget, and he promptly made the adjustments and sent it back.  We have not heard anything 
further.     
 
2.  Commissioner McCann reported that there was a decision by Blackwood Fire Company, at 
the monthly meeting last night, to let Jason Stott use the apparatus room for a sendoff party.   
He questioned if that could possibly raise issues since we rent that space from Blackwood Fire 
Company.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni reported that he contacted Solicitor Carlamere concerning this same 
subject. The Solicitor advised him that because the Board of Fire Commissioners lease the 
apparatus rooms to house the fire equipment, they would be considered a government entity, 
and alcohol would be prohibited. The lounge /meeting room could be used, as it is not leased 
by the Board of Fire Commissioners, but would not accommodate 100-120 people.  
He went on to say, he felt this is a dangerous liability issue, as the Board could be held 
responsible if anyone had an accident  after leaving the party.  He told the Board the Solicitor 
will put it in writing and email it to him.     
 
FF J. Stott asked the Chairman what code states we cannot have alcohol.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni stated the New Jersey Administrative Code.  He went on to say the 
lease between Blackwood Fire Company and the Board of Fire Commissioners makes it a 
government building.         
                

 



 
 
 
 
3.  Commissioner Jones asked the Board if anyone was aware of what items the line officers are 
planning on purchasing.  He stated it is December 7th, and he needs to know how much will 
remain in his line items.  He went on to say that in the future, he had already spoken to the 
incoming Chief, and  the cut off for next year will be October 31st, citing past issues that occur 
with accounts payables, and waiting until the last minute to place orders. He said he will speak 
to the current Chief, and see if he can give him some insight on what he plans to order.  
 
There was a discussion by the Board on the way to spend line items.  
 
4.  Commissioner McCann stated the LOSAP list has been posted for close to the 30 days, and 
by the Regular Meeting on December 21, 2016 the Board can accept the list for 2016.  He asked 
the Clerk to reach out to the Chief, and the Assistant Chief to make sure that there have not 
been any discrepancies reported by the members.  
 
5. Commissioner Vannoni reported that the permits for the range hood at Station # 2 have been 
submitted to the Township by the contractor.  
 
6. Commissioner Stout stated that a voucher has been created to Blackwood Fire Company for 
reimbursement for the painting of the engine bay.  
 
7.  Shop Steward Local 3249 F. Reiss asked the Board if they could possible consider purchasing 
a monitor and a screen so the Active 911 system could be installed.  He stated the Active 911 
system would be beneficial to everyone, and when firefighters have the app on their 
smartphones, they can click a button that would advise everyone who is responding or not 
responding to a call.  Precious moments would not be wasted on waiting for people to show up 
when they have no intention of responding to the call.  He also suggested that the Board may 
want to pay the $12.50 per firefighter for the app. The cost is on a yearly basis.   
 
Shop Steward Local 3249 asked the Board if any plans have been made for the new fitness area.  
He went on to say that if the Board would purchase commercial fitness equipment, it would not 
break, as opposed to the store bought equipment that will break.  He suggested the Board look 
into it.  
 
Commissioner Vannoni asked FF Reiss to get a proposal together and to present it to the Board.  
 
8. Commissioner McCann told the Board that the Safety Committee is concerned that an 
incident may occur before the accident/injury reports are submitted to the Board.  He wanted 
the Board to know, that the accident /injury reports from the 2 accidents that occurred in 
October, still have not been received by the Board.  The policy states the reports must be 



received within 10 days.  The incidents occurred on October 9th, and October 27th and it is not 
December 7th and the Board still does not have the reports.  He stated this needs to be 
discussed further at the regular Meeting on December 21, 2016.  
 
There was a discussion by the Board about sending out information on an accident /injury to 
the membership, and the consequences that could entail.  It was suggested that an email could 
be sent advising the membership to, for example, drive carefully in wet weather, but should not 
include the fact there was an accident.  
 
Commissioner McCann disagreed with that.  
 
9.  Commissioner Vannoni asked the Board if they knew the status of the part-time program.  
The Board had a discussion about the pros and cons of part-time program.   
 
10.  The Board had a long discussion on certifying the list from Civil Service, and while 
Commissioner Vannoni and Commissioner Jones wanted to get the process started, 
Commissioner McCann stated it needs to wait until the Regular Meeting, since nothing can be 
decided at a Workshop.  
 
11. FF W. Spain wanted a copy of the 2017 Budget.  The Board explained to him, that until the 
Budget is approved by the State, it cannot be given out. He was told it will be given out at the 
Year End Meeting on December 28th, as long as it has gotten the States approval.  He then went 
on to say that the Fire Company membership needs Class A Uniforms.  The Board explained to 
him that Class A Uniforms are very expensive, and the Board provides the Fire Company with 
money for uniforms in every budget, but how they choose to spend the money is up to the Fire 
Company.  
 
With nothing further to discuss.  
 
 
Motion by Commissioner Stout, second by Commissioner Jones to adjourn.  All in favor.  
 
 
DATE:  December 7, 2016 
 
BY:____________________________________ 
     Earnest R. Jones, Secretary  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


