
 
 

The Board of Fire Commissioners, Gloucester Township Fire District # 4 held a Regular Meeting 

in the meeting room of the Blackwood Fire Company on December 16, 2015.  This meeting has 

been properly advertised according to the State of New Jersey Sunshine Laws.  

 

ROLL CALL 
                                 Commissioner Coucoules (here)   Commissioner Stout (here)  

                                 Commissioner McCann (here)       Commissioner Simone (here)  

                                                              Commissioner Vannoni (here)  

 

Attendees:  FF W. Spain, FF W. Prendergast, FF F. Reiss  

 

Motion by Commissioner Simone, second by Commissioner Coucoules to approve the Regular 

Meeting minutes of October 21, 2015.  All in favor, motion carries.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Stout, second by Commissioner Simone to approve the meeting 

minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 18, 2015.  All in favor, motion carries.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Coucoules, second by Commissioner Simone to approve the Special 

Meeting minutes of November 18, 2015.  All in favor, motion carries.  

 

Motion by Commissioner McCann, second by Commissioner Coucoules to approve the Budget 

Meeting minutes of November 14, 2015. All in favor, motion carries.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Simone, second by Commissioner Stout to approve the Workshop 

Meeting minutes of December 2, 2015.   All in favor, motion carries.  

 

Commissioner Stout stated that he met with Jeff Bowley.  He received a memo from the State 

on the Budget, and later on in the meeting he will bring that up and the Board needs to pass a 

resolution.  Also, he will meet with Howard Long on December 21, and he will try to get the 

memorandum of agreement for FF Prendergast and the contract resolved.  

 

Commissioner McCann stated on the   LOSAP Program, the Fire Company posted the list in 

October and the notice was hung in both stations for the required 30 days.  Both Chief Vannoni 

and Assistant Chief Maschke stated that there weren’t any objections to the list, so he 

presented a copy of the list to The Board for approval.  



 

Motion by Commissioner McCann, second by Commissioner Stout to accept the LOSAP list as 

written. All in favor, motion carries.  

 

Commissioner McCann stated that the LOSAP payments for 2015 will be paid in January 2016, 

because it is all based on the consumer price index, and we have to wait for that to come out in 

January, before we can determine what the payout for each member will be.  

 

Commissioner Simone stated the generator is now installed, and is approved. He said he spoke 

to South Jersey Gas about the mess the contractor left at Station # 2, and Clerk Fini called for 

the second time today. Also, he wants the poles installed near the generator, with a duty crew.  

The 2 new fire proof doors will be installed at Station # 2 in 2016.  W. Spain is picking up 2 new 

flags, one for each station so we will ow have spares.  

 

Commissioner Coucoules asked if the generator will power the entire Station # 2.  

 

Commissioner Simone said it will power the whole station.  He said what happens is if 

everything wants to kick on at one time, it will shut down something that is a big draw, like the 

air conditioner, until the big draw in the beginning calms down, then it will power the whole 

station. It has a limited surge and it will shut down. It will power the whole station at one time.  

 

Commissioner Coucoules stated there is an ongoing issue with 841.  FF Prendergast who is in 

the interim is handling the apparatus repairs is working on this with Buds Truck Repair.  There is 

a problem with the telma, and it went back and forth as far as what solution there may be. 

Finally Telma raised their hands and said it is not our end it is something with Alison 

Transmission. That was as of this morning, so now Buds is going to deal with Alison 

Transmissions to see if electrically something is wrong with the transmission.  

 

Commissioner Coucoules stated 842, ironically, the day Rich retired, took a dump. That also was 

something with the ADS System, the transmission and the telma. We had to have Johnson 

Towers come in at the last minute; FF Prendergast assisted Johnson Towers, and got that 

problem rectified. He had FF Prendergast come in on his day off to repair the engine, just in 

case the other engine totally went down. Bill changed all the lights on 846. FF Prendergast has 

stepped into the roll of FAM very well if anyone would like to see his report detail.  Lastly he 

and FF Reiss have torn everything out of the shop and they are in the process of re-organizing 

it.  

 

Commissioner Vannoni said he received the results of the ISO Survey.  



 

Commissioner Vannoni said he wanted to on the public record, on behalf of the Board of Fire 

Commissioners, and would like to thank Rich Jones for his 42 years of service to Blackwood Fire 

Company, and Gloucester Township Fire District # 4. He started here as a volunteer with 

Blackwood Fire Company in September 1973. He retired on November 30, 2015 after 42 years 

of service to the District.  We would like to thank him for that, and we are currently working on 

a plaque for him.  

 

Commissioner McCann reported that one of the firefighters who has been on the injured list, 

was cleared for active duty this afternoon. The member will be sent a letter from the Board 

stating that they can return to active duty as soon as they have the clearance of your doctor.   

 

Commissioner Stout asked if the ISO status has remained the same.  

 

Commissioner Vannoni said it is his understanding that we are at a 4, so we have remained at 

the same level.  

 

CORROSPONDENCE 

 

 
Clerk Fini reported that yesterday, she; Fire Official P. Urso and Jeff Bowley met with George 

Beckett, who is the State Fire Official with the DCA, who is in charge of our region. If you recall, 

we had a previous meeting with him in which he stated there was a monetary difference of 

$4,196.63 that needed to go back to the Bureau of Fire Prevention. All parties agreed that since 

the Board was purchasing a new Fire Prevention Vehicle in the year 2016, that money would go 

towards the purchase of that vehicle. She said she composed a letter to Frank Clark and 

included the documentation to show the Special Election for the vehicle, to prove the Board is 

making that purchase in 2016.   

 

Commissioner Stout said this is the first he is hearing of this, but he thought that when the 

2016 Budget was created, and the Fire Official salary was broken out to show that 90 % of his 

time was spent as a Fire Official that would satisfy that.  

 

Commissioner Vannoni said it was his understanding that was fine for 2016, but this money was 

owed from 2015, so therefore rolling that money into the vehicle was fine.  

 



Motion by Commissioner McCann, second by Commissioner Stout  to follow the agreement 

between George Becket, Jeff Bowley  and Fire Official Urso whereas the $4,196.63 that was due 

to the Bureau of Fire Prevention will now go towards the purchase of the new Fire Prevention 

Vehicle that will occur in 2016.   All in favor, motion carries.  

 

Clerk Fini reported that she created a letter to FAM Jones for his retirement pay out, and it was 

reviewed by Jeff Bowley and agreed to by both, and signed off on by FAM Jones.   His payout 

will occur tomorrow.  

 

Clerk Fini received an email from the GRC in regards to The Access of denial complaint Vs Keith 

Kemery.  She will contact Solicitor Carlamere and let him respond to the request.  

 

Commissioner McCann said the hearing was held yesterday, and the email, as well as the 

request for more documents was a result of that hearing.  

 

Commissioner Vannoni said the Board received a violation notice from the Bureau of Fire 

Prevention, and he asked the Bureau for an extension so we can fix whatever needs to be done 

out there, Commissioner Simone.  

 

CLERKS REPORT 
None  

 

TREASURERS REPORT 

 
Commissioner Stout stated everyone has been given a copy of the bill list.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Stout, second by Commissioner Coucoules to pay the bills in the 

amount of $37,435.18.  All in favor, motion carries.  

 

Commissioner Stout said on the Profit and Loss, being the middle of December, you need to 

really look at your line items, and see where you are. If you see any problems, please let him or 

Clerk Fini know.  

 

Commissioner Stout said there were a few areas Jeff Bowley had to correct in the Budget, as 

directed by the State.  



1. He still had the diesel fuel exhaust system in there and that was completed in 2014, so  that 

needed to be removed.  It was $28,000.00, but it was out of cap so it did not affect the amount 

raised by taxation.  

2. We had to explain why the fees for Registration went up considerably.  It was because of the 

new outlets.  

3. We had to change the PERS & PFRS numbers, because we finally got the correct amounts 

from the state.  

4. He said the State will not let us include the money in the budget for the Air Pack Grant unless 

we are sure we are getting it. That money had to be taken out of the Budget. If we do get the 

Grant, that will have to be placed in the 2017 Budget, so therefore we cannot purchase the air 

packs until 2017. Our fund balance is not close to $117,000.00 

 

Motion by Commissioner Stout, second by Commissioner McCann to adopt Resolution # 2015-

43 amending the Budget for 2016.  The new revenue total will be $1,330,018.00 

 

ROLL CALL 
                                 Commissioner Coucoules (yes)       Commissioner Stout (yes)  

                                  Commissioner McCann (yes)          Commissioner Simone (yes)  

                                                            Commissioner Vannoni (yes)  

 

FIRE OFFICIALS REPORT 
Attached  

 

CHIEFS REPORT 
None 

 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 
None  

 

Motion by Commissioner Stout, second by Commissioner McCann to approve all reports as  

read.  All in favor, motion carries.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

Commissioner McCann stated he felt as though a letter of thanks should go to GTPW for the 

signs.  



 

Commissioner McCann asked that the Board go into closed session to cover the item he has 

under old business.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Commissioner Simone reported that in the following 2 weeks he will be contacting contractors 

to be prices on putting in the 4 inch main at Station # 2.  

 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 
FF W. Spain said that at 4:00 Sunday they are having Santa Clause and asked everyone to be 

here to support the effort. The people in the Township count on this every year.  

 

Shop Steward Local 3249 F. Reiss said R. Jones retirement party is scheduled to be at the 

beginning of February 2016 for the purpose of the plaque, and you can plan on presenting it to 

him at that time.  

 

Commissioner Vannoni said Blackwood Fire Company hosted their annual Christmas Parade on 

December 5, 2015 and from everything he has heard it was a success.  

 

Commissioner Simone said it was the most people he has ever seen.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Stout, second by Commissioner McCann to pass a resolution to go 

into closed session to discuss personnel. All in favor, motion carries.  

                                   

Back from closed session.  

 

ROLL CALL 
                                  Commissioner Coucoules (here)   Commissioner Stout (here)  

                                  Commissioner McCann (here)        Commissioner Simone (here)  

                                                            Commissioner Vannoni (here)  

 

Commissioner Vannoni said during closed session the Board discussed some outdated policies 

that need to be updated, including the apparatus crash and equipment damage policy, the 



duties of the Fire Apparatus Mechanic, and equipment recording.  Most just need to be 

updated to reflect current practices.  He would like to have them by the January Workshop.  

 

With no further business to discuss.  

 

Motion by Commissioner Stout, second by Commissioner Coucoules to adjourn.  All in favor, 

motion carries.  

 

 

DATED:  December 16, 2015 

 

BY:______________________________________ 

      Michael Simone, Secretary  

 

 


